The Literature of Sāmudrikaśāstra
With the exception of a few printed versions, the vast majority of the literature of Sāmudrikaśāstra remains in the form of unedited manuscripts. The picture of the system of human marks from the Purāṇas to the modern era, therefore, is based on information culled from the catalogues of several major collections of manuscripts in India and abroad and from a survey of select manuscripts from the large quantities available.
Since the catalogues vary considerably in the amount of information they provide about each manuscript, this survey does not claim to be comprehensive. It is, however, representative of the kinds of physiognomic literature that comes under the general heading of Sāmudikaśāstra found in different parts of India. This information allows us to present a preliminary mapping of certain trends and developments in the transmission of this literature.
Four major trends in Sāmudrikaśāstra literature can be isolated from the investigation of its literary remains:
1. emergence of regional forms of human marks 2. continuation of extraction, consolidation, and transmission from earlier sources part i, chapter iv 3. emphasis on popularising the human marks by the use of vernacular commentaries 4. importance of the Jain scholarly traditions in the preservations and transmission of the Sāmudrikaśāstras 5. emergence of a separate literature of Rekhāśāstra
The survey of these later texts begins with an overview of the manuscript traditions in India, with an emphasis on different regions and the types of manuscripts found there. This is followed by a discussion of the different kinds of independent treatises that constitute the knowledge system of Sāmu-drikaśāstra and ends with a survey of the texts on the tradition of Rekhāśāstra, or Indian palmistry and pedomancy, with reference to modern-day practice.
Regional Forms of Indian Physiognomy
Works on the human marks cited in different catalogues of Sanskrit manuscripts are found in sections of Jyotiḥśāstra, under the title "Sāmudrika," which most cataloguers translate as "palmistry," or under the more general category of fortune-telling and omens.1 The number of treatises in this śāstra in relation to others is relatively small, but nearly every catalogue contains at least one or two manuscripts dealing with the subject.2
One of the advantages of examining a significant number of manuscript collections is that it provides an opportunity to view a textual tradition in the wider context of regional distribution-not only between north and south but also between east and west. In this way, a broad geographical distribution of Sāmudrikaśāstra can be obtained.
The greatest and most diversified cluster of independent treatises on Sāmu-drikaśāstra comes from the regions of north, northwest, and western India. This is not surprising since the earliest formulations found in Jyotiḥśāstra derive from the northwest and west of the subcontinent. The works from these regions cover a range of texts on the subject, including extracts from pre-existing chapters found in the Purāṇas and in early compilations of Jyotiḥśāstra. Other texts include unspecific treatises in both Sanskrit and regional languages under the
